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Reminders

Labs due at the end of class for credit

Labs due on Friday for additional feedback

Homeworks are for practice only

Please read the Good Proof Writing document before
Thursday

Tokens: Let me know if you have any events you would like
me to add

https://eikmeier.sites.grinnell.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/good-math-writing.pdf
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Basic Notation

Notation

O-notation: Upper Bound on the asymptotic behavior of
an algorithm

Ω-notation: Lower Bound on the asymptotic behavior of a
function

Θ-notation: Tight Bound on the asymptotic behavior of a
function

Example: 56n3 + 2n2 + n+ 1000

Highest order term: n3

O(n3), but it is also true that it is O(n4), O(n5), etc
Ω(n3), but it is also true that is Ω(n2), Ω(n), etc
Θ(n3)
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Basic Notation

Example

f(n) = 12n5 + 13n4
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Formal Definitions

O-notation, formally

Asymptotic upper bound (within a constant factor)

O(g(n)) = {f : there exist positive constants c and n0 such
that 0 ≤ f(n) ≤ cg(n) for all n ≥ n0}
a function f(n) belongs to the set O(g(n)) if there exists a
constant c such that f(n) ≤ cg(n) for all n

O-notation requires that f(n) be asymptotically
nonnegative
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Formal Definitions

Ω-notation, formally

Asymptotic lower bound (within a constant factor)

Ω(g(n)) = {f : there exist positive constants c and n0 such
that 0 ≤ cg(n) ≤ f(n) for all n ≥ n0}
a function f(n) belongs to the set Ω(g(n)) if there exists a
constant c such that f(n) ≤ cg(n) for all n

Ω-notation requires that f(n) be asymptotically
nonnegative
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Formal Definitions

Θ-notation, formally

Asymptotic tight bound (within a constant factor)

Θ(g(n)) = {f : there exist positive constants c1, c2, and n0

such that 0 ≤ c1g(n) ≤ f(n) ≤ c2g(n) for all n ≥ n0}
Θ-notation requires that f(n) be asymptotically
nonnegative

O and Θ notation are sometimes conflated
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Formal Definitions

Other Notation

o-notation

ω-notation

We will not work with these in this class

Page 74 in the book if you are curious
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Formal Definitions

Example

f(n) = 12n5 + 13n4
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Limit Definitions

Limit Definitions

limn→∞
f
g note

{0,R+} f is O(g)
{R+,∞} f is Ω(g)
{R+} f is Θ(g)

Table: Limit Table

Proof will be left to the reader
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Limit Definitions

Example

f(n) = 12n5 + 13n4
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Comparing Functions

A function f(n) is both O(g(n)) and Ω(g(n)) if and only if f(n)
is Θ(g(n))
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Transitivity

Statement 1 and Statement 2 Imply Statement 3

f(n) = Θ(g(n)) g(n) = Θ(h(n)) f(n) = Θ(h(n))
f(n) = O(g(n)) g(n) = O(h(n)) f(n) = O(h(n))
f(n) = Ω(g(n)) g(n) = Ω(h(n)) f(n) = Ω(h(n))

Table: Transitivity of asymptotic comparisons
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Reflexivity

f(n) = O(f(n))

f(n) = Ω(f(n))

f(n) = Θ(f(n))
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Transpose Symmetry

f(n) = O(g(n)) if and only if g(n) = Ω(f(n))
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Examples (comparison)

For each pair f, g state whether f is O(g), Θ(g), Ω(g), or none of
the above

f(n) = n, g(n) = n1+sin(n)

f(n) = log(n), g(n) = n
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Perfect Arrays

Given an array of size N and you have to tell whether the array
is perfect or not. An array is said to be perfect if its reverse
array matches the original array. If the array is perfect then
return True else return False.

Give a solution

Prove correctness (loop invariant)

Argue runtime
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Proof Writing

Hopefully everyone read the reading for today

Discuss with each other (3-5min) what makes for a good
proof

https://eikmeier.sites.grinnell.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/good-math-writing.pdf
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Proof Writing Basics

Know your audience: what background can you assume?

Set an invitational tone: present tense, we not I, gentle
commands

Use complete sentences: white space is important, English
text is easier to read than a series of symbols, make it easy
to parse

Avoid shorthand: see above ∃ vs There exists

Etiquette: don’t start phrases with a symbol or number,
emphasize unfamiliar words
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Proof Writing Improvements

Don’t be too wordy (or too brief)

Use formatting to help structure the proof and make it
easier to read

Give an example if it will help

Omit irrelevant details

Simplify (see contradiction in text)

Iterative process
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LATEX

Why LATEX?

It is easier to read
It is standard when writing papers for submission

Introduction to LATEXavailable on Overleaf

Why Overleaf?

Data is not stored on your computer (can access in multiple
places)
Easy sharing (in the future)
Many helpful guides

If you get stuck, feel free to stop by my office hours or send
me an email

https://www.overleaf.com/learn/latex/Free_online_introduction_to_LaTeX_(part_1)
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Python

Any programming assignments (if they occur) in this
course will require Python

You are all mature Computer Science Students, you should
be able to learn it on your own (if you do not already know
it)

If you need help with finding resources, let me know
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Maximum Element

Given: Array of integers

Return: Maximum Element

To do:

Create Algorithm
Prove Correctness (loop invariant)
Argue Runtime
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UnknownFunction

Algorithm 1: Unknown(n)

Input: Integer n
Output: Value y

1 y=1
2 for i in 1:n do
3 y+=2i

4 return y

To do:

What does this algorithm do? (what function of the form
f(n)=something does this loop compute)
Prove Correctness (loop invariant)
Argue Runtime
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Last? Loop Invariant Practice

Find the average of an array of N numbers

Pseudocode

Correctness via Loop Invariant

Runtime (approx)
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Asymptotic Growth Rate Practice

Order by asymptotic growth rates: (g1 = Ω(g2))
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Asymptotic Growth Rate Answers

See Homework Key when it is released. Answers will not be
given in class today.
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