
Tentative Schedule

The following is a tentative schedule for the course. It will be updated as the semester continues.

Week Class
Number

Day Date Topic Reading Work

0
1 Monday 22 Jan Course Introduction

2 Wednesday 24 Jan
Loop Invariants and
Insertion Sort

2.1,2.2 HW0 released

3 Friday 26 Jan Designing Algorithms 2.3 Quiz 0 released

1
4 Monday 29 Jan Asymptotic Analysis 3.1,3.2 Quiz 0 due

5 Wednesday 31 Jan
Writing Proofs
Intro Latex

Good Proof
Writing

HW0 due
HW1 released

6 Friday 02 Feb
Discussion 1:
Asymptotic Analysis

Quiz 1 released

2
7 Monday 05 Feb Divide and Conquer 4.3,4.4 Quiz 1 due

8 Wednesday 07 Feb
Using the Master
Theorem

4.5
HW1 Due
HW2 Released

9 Friday 09 Feb
Discussion 2:
Divide and Conquer

Quiz 2 Released

3
10 Monday 12 Feb Greedy Algorithms 15.1-15.3 Quiz 2 due

11 Wednesday 14 Feb Greedy Algorithms
HW2 Due
HW3 Released

12 Friday 16 Feb
Discussion 3:
Greedy Algorithms

Quiz 3 Released

4
13 Monday 19 Feb Heaps, Priority Queues 6.1-6.5 Quiz 3 due

14 Wednesday 21 Feb Hash Tables 11.1-11.5
HW3 Due
HW4 Released

15 Friday 23 Feb
Discussion 4:
Structures

Quiz 4 Released

5
16 Monday 26 Feb Quick Sort and Sorting

basics
7.1-7.4 Quiz 4 due

17 Wednesday 28 Feb Lower Bounds, Sorting
in Linear Time

8.1-8.4
HW4 Due
HW5 Released

18 Friday 01 Mar
Discussion 5:
Sorting

Quiz 5 Released

6
19 Monday 04 Mar Midterm Review Quiz 5 due
20 Wednesday 06 Mar Midterm Release HW5 Due

21 Friday 08 Mar
Extended
Office Hours

7
22 Monday 11 Mar Bias in Algorithms Below Midterm due
23 Wednesday 13 Mar Bias In Algorithms Below Essay Released

24 Friday 15 Mar
Discussion 8:
Bias in Algorithms

See End
of Doc

No Quiz
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https://eikmeier.sites.grinnell.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/good-math-writing.pdf
https://eikmeier.sites.grinnell.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/good-math-writing.pdf


Schedule for after Spring break is tentative and will depend heavily on how the first part of the
semester progresses.

Week Class
Number

Day Date Topic Reading Work

8
25 Monday 01 Apr Binary Search Trees 12.1-12.4

26 Wednesday 03 Apr
Red-Black Trees
balance

13.1-13.4 HW6 Released

27 Friday 05 Apr
Discussion 6:
Trees

Quiz 6 Released

9
28 Monday 08 Apr

Shortest Paths
Graphs

22.1-22.5 Quiz 6 Due

29 Wednesday 10 Apr
Min Spanning Tree
Union Find
Topological Sort

21.1,21.2,
23.1,23.2

Essay Due
HW6 Due
HW7 Released

30 Friday 12 Apr
Discussion 9:
Graphs

Quiz 7 Released

10
31 Monday 15 Apr MaxFlow/Min Cut 24.1-24.5 Quiz 7 due

32 Wednesday 17 Apr Bipartite Matching 26.3
HW7 Due
HW8 Released

33 Friday 19 Apr
Discussion 10:
Network Flow

Quiz 8 Released

11
34 Monday 22 Apr Dynamic Programming 15.1-15.3 Quiz 8 due

35 Wednesday 24 Apr Dynamic Programming 15.4, 15.5
HW8 Due
HW9 Released

36 Friday 26 Apr
Discussion 11:
Dynamic Programming

Quiz 9 Released

12
37 Monday 29 Apr Introduce Project

Quiz 9 Due
Final Project
Released

38 Wednesday 01 May Work on Project Quiz 9 Due
39 Friday 03 May

13
40 Monday 06 May NP & NPC 34
41 Wednesday 08 May Approx Algorithms 35.1-35.3

42 Friday 10 May Last Day of classes
Final Project
Due

Readings for Week 7:

• Human-like Biases
• Debiasing Word Embeddings
• Racial Bias in Health Care
• Big Data’s Disparate Impact
• Data Before Algorithms
• Algorithms of Oppression (Introduction and 1A)
• Feynman’s Error
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https://www.science.org/doi/full/10.1126/science.aal4230
https://proceedings.neurips.cc/paper_files/paper/2016/file/a486cd07e4ac3d270571622f4f316ec5-Paper.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03228-6
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24758720?seq=13
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41746-019-0157-2
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1pwt9w5
https://www.danmunro.ca/blog/2018/11/29/feynmans-error-on-ethical-thinking-and-drifting-nbsp

